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Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) Form 

                                  (Initial Screening & Full Impact 
                                  Assessment) 

 

 
Name of policy1 or function2 being assessed  Policy / Function Status 
Draft Hot Food Takeaway Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD) 
 

New 
 

Revised 
 

Existing 
 

Directorate/Service Area Date EIA Completed 
City Renewal/Planning and Transportation Policy  
 

15th May 2013 

Lead Officer for this EIA Contact Number 
Vicky Wootton, Senior Planning Officer 
 

01782 236153 

 
Initial Screening Process 
 
Identifying the aims of the policy 
 
What is the main purpose and scope of the policy/function? 
 
The draft Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) has been prepared to guide planning 
decisions relating to hot food takeaways.  The SPD will set out the Council’s approach to 
deciding which locations in the city are appropriate for hot food takeaway premises and whether 
measures are required to minimise impacts on local neighbourhoods. 
 
The document has been drafted for the purposes of public consultation.  The consultation 
period will provide the public and stakeholders with an opportunity to comment on the principles 
set out within the draft SPD.  Following this initial consultation, consideration will be given to all 
representations made before finalising and adopting the SPD.  Once adopted, the SPD policies 
will apply to future proposals involving hot food takeaways.  The SPD principles cannot be 
applied retrospectively to operating hot food takeaways or premises with an existing extant 
planning permission. 
 
What are the intended outcomes of the policy/function, and what could contribute 
to/detract from the delivery of these outcomes? 
 
The Hot Food Takeaway SPD will provide up-to-date planning guidelines for the opening of new 
hot food takeaways within the city.  Existing planning policies are dated and in need of revision 
to reflect current issues.  The SPD is intended to set out a clear process for potential takeaway 
operators looking to open new premises, including an explanation of the roles that Planning and 
other non-planning Council services play in the process e.g. Public Protection, Licensing, 
Highways, etc. 
 
Public consultation on the draft SPD has potential to improve the quality of the document by 
involving those likely to be affected in developing the planning policy as well as those with 
previous experience of the process, i.e. current takeaway owners. 
                                                           
1 Definition of policy = This can include policies, procedures, guidance, strategies and/or plans 
 
2 Definition of function = Broad areas of activity, duties or powers – usually a service or set of services, including 
services which are provided internally 



2    Equality Impact Assessment - Hot Food Takeaway SPD - May 2013 

Who is intended to benefit from this policy/function and how? 
 
The SPD is intended to provide clarity and consistency in terms of both process and planning 
decision-making, of benefit to future owners/operators of hot food takeaways, decision makers 
and those who may wish to comment on a takeaway application. 
 
The wider city population may also benefit as the SPD will control and minimise any negative 
environmental impacts that may arise from hot food takeaways, particularly those impacts that 
affect residential neighbourhoods such as noise, litter/waste, odour, etc. 
 
The draft SPD also suggests a principle which would prevent new takeaways from opening 
within a certain distance (400m) from all secondary schools within the city.  This would support 
local Public Health initiatives to promote healthy lifestyles and to tackle childhood obesity, which 
is a significant problem in Stoke-on-Trent.  The SPD will sit alongside other local measures to 
tackle the causes of poor health and obesity. 
 
Assessment of Impact 
List readily available and/or naturally occurring evidence, including consultations, to support 
decisions regarding the impact that the policy/function may have on the equality target groups 
 
Preliminary Consultation and Evidence Gathering 
In 2009/10, a City Council Task & Finish Group was established to consider a range of issues 
and concerns associated with hot food takeaways, including perceptions around takeaways, 
their impact on obesity and health, the number and location of takeaways across the city, and 
impacts on local neighbourhoods such as anti-social behaviour, litter, odour, nuisance, etc.   
 
The Task & Finish Group was made up of a number of Elected Members, supported by officers 
from planning, licensing, property, highways, health and neighbourhood management, and the 
group consulted with takeaway businesses, the Chamber of Trade, the Police and the public.  
The group looked at case studies of centres within the city that contain takeaways, as well as 
planning guidance produced by other local authorities to identify best practice.  The SPD has 
been prepared in direct response to the recommendations of this Task & Finish Group, which 
requested up-to-date detailed planning guidance to guide future planning decisions.  
 
Throughout preparation of the draft SPD, consultation has involved: 
 Internal (City Council) consultees: planning, highways, licensing, public protection, healthy 

city team, health improvement. 
 External consultees: Staffordshire Police Architectural Liaison, Secondary Schools Forum 
 Elected Members of the Development Management Policy Group 
 
The draft SPD has also been subject to the City Council corporate reporting process, with 
consideration and approval by Cabinet for consultation purposes. 
  
Formal Public Consultation 
All planning policy documents are required to be subject to at least a 4 week period of public 
consultation, in accordance with the Council’s ‘Statement of Community Involvement’ (SCI) and 
the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.  The Hot Food 
Takeaway SPD is currently in draft form and will be subject to formal public consultation during 
May-July 2013.  Any representations received during this consultation period will be considered 
when finalising the SPD. 
 
Formal public consultation will involve notification of the SPD and the public consultation to the 
following groups: 
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 All statutory and non-statutory planning consultees 
 Owners/operators of existing takeaways located within the city 
 Headteachers of all the city’s secondary schools 
Copies of the SPD and details of the consultation process will also be published in the local 
newspaper and will be made available at the City Council offices and in all city libraries. 
 
Full details of the consultation process are set out in a separate Consultation Statement; this is 
a statutory requirement for all Supplementary Planning Documents, as set out in the Town & 
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.  The Consultation Statement 
provides full details of the consultation undertaken during preparation of the SPD and at the 
formal public consultation stage.  The Consultation Statement will be updated at key stages to 
provide details of any representations received and any amendments to the SPD. 
 
If monitoring data is not available for the people who are affected, or are potentially impacted 
by, the policy/function – please specify the arrangements that will be made to collect this or 
provide reasons for not doing so 
 
Consultation will take place with those people likely to be affected by the principles set out 
within the SPD.  Details of consultation are set out above and full details are contained within 
the Consultation Statement.   
 
Monitoring of planning decisions relating to hot food takeaways will continue following adoption 
of the SPD.  In any case, monitoring of development already forms part of the Core Spatial 
Strategy which is published annually within the Annual Monitoring Report. 
 
 
Taking into account all the evidence available to you so far indicate where you think that the 
policy/function could have an intended or unintended negative impact on a particular group: 
i.e. it could cause some disadvantage or potentially be discriminatory. Indicate where you think 
the policy/function could have an intended or unintended positive impact on any of the groups 
to promoting diversity and equality. Where the policy/function is not relevant to a particular 
group or has no potential impact indicate as neutral. Please give reasons for each outcome: 
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 Negative 
Impact 

Positive 
Impact 

Neutral 
Impact 

Reason(s) 

Age 
 
 

 X  The SPD proposes the restriction of new 
takeaways within close proximity of the 
city’s secondary schools.  This principle 
will support other local initiatives to tackle 
childhood obesity, and therefore has 
potential to positively benefit the health of 
secondary school aged children. 
See SPD Principle 1. 
 

Disability 
 
 
 

  X The SPD will have no negative or positive 
implications on this group. 

Gender - 
including 
transgender 
and issues 
relating to 
pregnancy and 
maternity 
 

  X The SPD will have no negative or positive 
implications on this group. 

Race/Ethnicity 
 
 
 

  X There is no evidence that the SPD will 
have a negative or positive impact on any 
specific ethnic group.   
 
However, there is a perception that a 
significant proportion of takeaways are 
owned, operated and provide 
employment for minority ethnic groups, 
and consequently imposing planning 
controls through the SPD will affect these 
groups.   
 
The SPD will be applicable and will 
impose planning controls for all future 
planning applications for any hot food 
takeaway, regardless of the race/ethnicity 
of the owners/operators/employees.  In 
determining applications, decisions will 
take into account and balance the 
relevant factors as set out within the SPD 
principles. 
 
The numbers of future planning 
applications which may be refused as a 
result of the SPD are likely to be relatively 
few in number, and will be limited to 
specific geographic locations. 
 

Religion or 
Belief 

  X The SPD will have no negative or positive 
implications on this group. 
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Sexual 
Orientation – 
including 
issues relating 
to marriage 
and civil 
partnerships 

  X The SPD will have no negative or positive 
implications on this group. 

 

Are there any concerns about other minority populations (e.g. travellers, single parents, 
those on low income etc) who may be disadvantaged by the function or policy’s 
operation, or who may receive unequal treatment? 
 
There is no evidence that any other groups will be disadvantaged.  
 
If an adverse negative impact has been identified can it be justified on grounds of 
promoting equality of opportunity for one group or any other reason? 
 
N/A 
 
 
Does the policy or function directly discriminate against any section of the community? 
 
Yes       No      X Comment 

 
 
Does the function or policy indirectly discriminate against any section of the 
community? 
 

Yes       No      X Comment 
 

 
Should this function or policy proceed to a full Equality Impact Assessment? 
 
Yes       No      X 

 
 
 
If a full EIA is not required: 
Could you minimise or remove any potential negative impact identified? (Explain how) 
 
N/A 
 

 
 
Signed (lead officer): _____Vicky Wootton__________________________ 
 
Signed (lead manager): ___Harmesh Jassal_________________________ 
 
Date: _________________15/05/13_______________________________ 
 


